
MARE HOBBLES USER GUIDE
      542-400 Series Hobbles
PURPOSE
Animal Reproduction Systems has designed the
Mare Breeding Hobbles to provide safe and
humane restraint for the equine mare during
natural breeding or semen collection proce-
dures.
Restraining the mare using the Mare Breeding
Hobbles, may be helpful in:
(1) Preventing injury to the stallion.
(2) Protecting personnel
(3) Providing a safer, more controlled breeding/
collection environment.

DESCRIPTION
The ARS Breeding Hobbles consists of four
major parts; the Breast Collar Assembly, Breast
Strap Assembly, Rope Assembly with panic
snaps and (2) Hock Straps. (See FIGURE 2).

The Breast Collar Assembly and Breast Strap
Assembly are both made of a durable, 3" wide,
2-ply, black nylon material, and are connected
by a heavy duty steel D-ring.  A 3" Quick-link
is located at the end of the Breast Strap Assem-
bly.

The Rope Assembly consists of a sturdy, 1/2"
thick, static kernmantle rope, with a Panic Snap
(2) attached at either end.

The (2) Hock Straps are constructed of a combi-
nation 1/8" leather, soft fleece-liner and 2-ply
nylon woven material.  Adjustable Straps pro-
vide a custom fit and steel Hock Strap Rings
provide superior durability.

See Table 1 for available sizes.

ASSEMBLY
Step 1-The Breast Strap Assembly should be
connected to the Breast Collar Assembly via the
heavy duty D-ring (See Figure 2). To accom-
plish this position the Breast Strap Assembly
and Breast Collar Assembly so that the strap
keepers on each piece are facing the same direc-

tion. Thread the strap end of the Breast Strap
Assembly through the heavy duty D-ring of the
Breast Collar Assembly, so that the buckle holes
of the Breast Strap Assembly are able to buckle
into the Breast Strap Assembly buckle. Secure
the strap end of the Breast Strap Assembly
through the buckle of the Breast Strap Assem-
bly. Thread any excess strap through the strap
keeper.

Step 2- The Rope Assembly should then be con-
nected to the Breast Strap Assembly by opening
the 3" Quick-link and inserting the rope into the
3" Quick-link. Close the 3" Quick-link once
the rope has been inserted.

Do not connect the Rope Assembly to the Hock
Straps until the Hock Straps have been applied
to a mare.

CARE AND CLEANING
Clean off any excess debris, mud, or manure
using either a brush and/or mild soap and water.
Store hobbles in a hanging position off the floor
to keep them tangle free and ready for use.

Replacement Parts
Use the Mare Breeding Hobbles Size Chart
(See Table 1) to order replacement parts if any
components become damaged or lost.  Also
listed are the alternate size components for
large or small mares. Use the height and weight
guidelines if in doubt as to which size to order.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE:

BEFORE Applying Breeding Hobbles
IMPORTANT: A minimum of two experienced
handlers should be present when applying and
removing the Breeding Hobbles.  One of the
two handlers should control the mare while the
other handler applies the breeding hobbles.
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Applying Breeding Hobbles
CAUTION: ALWAYS APPLY Hock Straps
FIRST!

Step 1- Secure the Hock Straps comfortably,
one around each hock, on both hind legs of the
mare (See FIGURE 1). The steel buckles must
face AWAY from the mare on the outside or
lateral portion of the hind leg.   If this is the
mare’s first experience with Breeding Hobbles,
allow several minutes for her to adjust before
proceeding.  The Hock Straps should be
adjusted so that a finger can be slipped
between the mare and the buckled Hock
Straps.  If the Hock Straps slide, or are looser
than a fingers width when adjusted to the last
buckle hole, determine which size Hock Straps
are being used. If the average size Hock Straps
(P/N 542A-403) are being used, order the
small size Hock Straps (P/N 542S-403) and
evaluate these to see if the fit problem is cor-
rected.  If the small size Hock Straps (P/N
542S-403) are being used the mare is too small
to safely use this product.  If the Hock Straps
are so tight when adjusted to the first buckle
hole that a finger can not be slipped between
the Hock Straps and the mare, determine
which size Hock Straps are being used.  If the
small size Hock Straps (P/N 542S-403) are
being used, order the average size Hock Straps
(P/N 542A-403) and evaluate these to see if the
fit problem is corrected.  If the average size
Hock Straps (P/N 542A-403) are being used,
the mare is too large to use this product.

Step 2- The Breast Collar Assembly should
then be fitted comfortably around the base of
the mare’s neck.

Step 3- The Breast Strap Assembly should then
be run between the mare’s front legs and the
two Panic Snaps of the Rope Assembly latched
to the Hock Strap Rings located on the Hock
Straps (See FIGURE 1).  The mare should be
able to stand comfortably, in a natural position.
If the Breast Strap Assembly is adjusted to the
first buckle hole on the strap and the Rope
Assembly is either too short to allow the panic
snaps to be connected to the Hock Straps, or

the mare must stand with her hind legs up
underneath her, determine which size Rope
Assembly is being used.  If the average size
Rope Assembly (P/N 542A-404, white in
color) is being used, order the large size Rope
Assembly (P/N 542L-404, red in color) and
evaluate it to see if the fit problem is corrected.
If the large Rope Assembly (P/N 542L-404, red
in color) is being used, the mare is too large to
use this product. It is important for safety that
the mare be able to stand and walk without dif-
ficulty.  If the Breast Strap Assembly is
adjusted to the last buckle hole on the strap and
there is enough slack in the rope, at a natural
standing position, that the mare could kick or
become entangled, determine which size Rope
Assembly is being used.  If the large size Rope
Assembly (P/N 542L-404, red in color) is
being used, order the average size Rope
Assembly (P/N 542A-404, white in color) and
evaluate it to see if the fit problem is corrected.
If the average size Rope Assembly (P/N 542A-
404, white in color) is being used, the mare is
too small to safely use this product.

Removing Breeding Hobbles
CAUTION: ALWAYS DISCONNECT Rope
Assembly FROM Hock Straps FIRST!

Step 1-  Unlatch both Panic Snaps from the
Hock Strap Rings (using caution while near
the hind legs), and hold on to the Rope Assem-
bly so that the mare does not become entangled
or injured by the dangling rope and snaps.

Step 2- Run the Rope Assembly and Breast
Strap Assembly through the mare’s front legs,
so that they are now in front of her chest. Con-
tinue holding the Rope Assembly.

Step 3- Immediately unbuckle the Breast Col-
lar from the mare’s neck and remove the entire
apparatus.

Step 4-  Carefully, unbuckle and remove each
Hock Strap from the mare’s hind legs.



FIGURE 1 - Properly Fitted Breeding Hobbles

FIGURE 2 - Diagram of Parts
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TABLE 1.  MARE BREEDING HOBBLES SIZE CHART

Mare Size
SMALL

12-14 Hands
500-800 lb

AVERAGE
above 14-16 Hands

LARGE
above 16 Hands
above 1200 lb

Mare Breeding Hobbles Part Number 542S-400 542A-400 542L-400

Replacement Parts Color

542A-401 Collar Assembly Black

542A-402 Breast Strap Assembly Black

542S-403 Hock Strap, small Blue

542A-403 Hock Strap, average Black

542A-404 Rope Assembly, Average White with Blue Specks

542L-404 Rope Assembly, Large Red with White Specks

542-406A User’s Guide
INC., a corporation (“SELLER” or “DUPREE”), warrants to the
rchaser only that the products sold by its Animal Reproduction
ivision shall be free from defects in material and/or workman-

N DELIVERED BUT NOT THEREAFTER. The purchaser must
uch products immediately upon receipt thereof and determine
e same conform to the description thereof as set forth in the
ta sheet accompanying this Limited Warranty Statement. If any
ct does not conform to any of the data sheet descriptive criteria

y SELLER with this statement, or if any such product appears to
e in any respect, such product shall be immediately returned to

or replacement and/or repairs as appropriate to the product.
ection and return of any allegedly defective product shall be
in five (5) days from the date of delivery thereof to the original
and, if not so returned, this WARRANTY shall be void and of no
tsoever. Any allegedly defective product returned for repair or
nt within said five day period will be repaired or replaced and
to the original purchaser within ten (10) days after return of the
roduct to SELLER.
tive and limited nature of SELLER’S warranty obligations as
forth is required by reason of the character of the products and
stances and conditions under which the same are likely to be
warranty obligations of SELLER shall be limited to repair or

replacement of any allegedly defective product as set forth above and
DUPREE shall not be liable or responsible under any circumstances or in
any amount for incidental or consequential damages or for injury or dam-
ages to persons or property using or used in connection with any of such
products, whether or not defective, or for loss of profits or other costs,
expenses or charges of any kind whatsoever. SELLER’S warranty obliga-
tions as set forth above shall be absolutely void if the allegedly defective
product is not returned to seller within the five day inspection period set
forth above, or if the product is misused, neglected or damaged, or if the
instructions for its use as set forth in the accompanying data sheet have
not been strictly followed, or if anyone other than SELLER has made any
attempt whatsoever to repair or to alter the product in any respect.
There are no warranties or representations by SELLER other than as set
forth herein, either expressed or implied, as to any of the products or the
origin thereof or any other matter relating thereto, and no person, firm or
corporation is authorized to make any representation or to incur any obli-
gation in the name or on the behalf of DUPREE, contrary to any of the pro-
visions or conditions of this statement.
EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT EXPRESSLY PROHIBITED BY APPLICABLE
LAW, THE FOREGOING LIMITED WARRANTY IS IN LIEU OF ANY AND
ALL OTHER WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING
BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF FITNESS OR MER-
CHANTABILITY.

LIMITED LIABILITY STATEMENT


